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But the Sheik Faris willingly translated them to me in
whispered French. They were chiefly conventional pre-
cepts of morality and conduct, drawn in some cases from
the Bible or Koran. One was almost identical with the
verse from Deuteronomy: "When thou beatest thine
olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again; it
shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the
widow."
After three-quarters of an hour of reading, the wor-
shipers repeated sentences in unison. These sentences,
they said, were prayers, but to me they seemed more like
affirmation or recital of a creed, except for one, which
was: "To thee, O God! we come determined to do what
is right in thy sight. Let our eyes, O God! sleep in thine
obedience." The statement - sometimes made that the
Druses do not pray is absurd. Besides having heard the
prayer just quoted, I saw Sultan Pasha Atrash and dozens
of others praying at various times. All Islamic Orientals,
including the orthodox Moslems, consider begging for
specific things in prayer to be an "impertinent interfer-
ence with the Creator." He is all-just, and everything is
settled by fate, kismet^ which is in his hands. Therefore
it is silly to ask for rain or for the life of a sick child. All
Moslem prayer and all Druse prayer—if thoroughly or-
thodox—is pure praise of God, recital of his attributes,
and concur/ence in his will. When Druses are under emo-
tional stress, however, they make requests of God, as Sul-
tan Pasha, for instance, prayed for peace. But they ask
by circumlocution—not by direct imploring.
The religious ceremony in the temple ended as cas-
ually as it had begun. I could hear the women on the
other side of the curtain gossiping as they went away.

